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Since 1978 Barbara Ciure| and Lindsay Lochman

ON THE WORK OF

CIUREJ & LOCHMAN

have been fascinated by the construct of
femininity, its mythologies, and its imprint
on themselves and their environment.

Thair genderad perspecuve 1s embedded
deeply in their imagary, whether their camera
aexplores warmacular architecture, averyday
landscapes, the rituaks of domestic life, of
corporeal transinons from adolescencs 10

old age From each thay extract somathing
elemental 1 human expenence. Most
racently, that somathing rslatas to nurtunng
Whan they sach became mothers and

began raigang families, thes aspect of thair
wark intenssfied, and it = the sourcs of their
saries, Ponder Food as Love (previausly titled
Constrming Passion|

Ciuregj and Lochman had always been acutely
aware of the associanons and éxpgeciationa
that deorive from being female and have
enjoyed exaggerating thoss qualities to

the point of absurdity, {Thair imags of 3 nuds
woman drapad odalisgque-lika over a washer
and dryer - an uproanous bteralization of the
term “domestic goddess™- comee to mind

in this context |

But as they grew into thew ralas as mothers,
the connotations and demands incumhbent an
their gandear took on new dignificancs. One
function that became particularly sabent was
providing nowtishmant. Though thes was not
nacessanty surpnsing, the constancy and
urgency of the task seemed extraordinary

From breastfseding to packing lunches
and putting dnnsr on the table swsry
naght, the world seemead 1o revolve around
praparing or consuming food, so that
procurnng sustenance became a form of
gving and showing love. Both 1endar and
funny, this realization guides theic imagery
o Ponder Food as Love, » which food
adoms, mergas with, snd echoss parts

of their nude bodiss

Although | am not a mother, this series
struck me both {or the clanty and wit

of its senument, and for it unexpactad
rasonance vath non-matemal life, It
occurred 1o mea that the preparation ang
offanng of food 15 one of the most basic
lorms of socal ife. From ceremonal
dinnsers to mformal get-togethers, moch

of our interaction vath others centers on
offenng or acospting food. Whan we mate
people into our homes 1o teed, we e
shating owr resources, gwng of ourselyes
Although such cocasons are not waually

a matter of Me and death, as leeding a
nab 15 103 mother, they speak 103 daeply
human instnct - one that =5 sugosstsd

by the parahe curyas of 5 leek and &

bent bady, one that Ponder Food as

Love calebrates
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